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1. Purpose
To establish a standardized procedure for the implementation, approval, and management of tile drainage systems within the Municipality of Gilbert Plains, ensuring compliance with provincial and municipal regulations, and minimizing impacts on other properties and infrastructure.
2. Definitions 
1. Tile Drainage: A subsurface drainage system utilizing perforated pipes to manage soil moisture and groundwater.
 2. Proponent: Property owner or leaseholder seeking approval for a tile drainage system. 
3. Designer: A certified professional responsible for the design of the drainage system. 
4. Installer: A contractor tasked with the installation of the tile drainage system. 
5. Municipality: The Municipality of Gilbert Plains.

3. Policy Statement 

The Municipality of Gilbert Plains will work with proponents to ensure tile drainage projects adhere to environmental, engineering, and regulatory requirements. All approvals are subject to Municipality’s discretion, with compliance with this policy being a condition of approval. All applications for tile drainage must be approved by The Municipality of Gilbert Plains prior to works commencing. When considering proposed tile drainage projects, the Municipality must balance the need for sustainable development of agricultural land with the protection of assets in mind. 

4. Policy Requirements
· Compliance with Regulations
· All tile drainage projects must:
· Comply with the Manitoba Provincial Rules, including obtaining a valid Water Rights Licence
· Conform to all relevant municipal by-laws and this policy
· Application and Approval
· Applications must include:
· Completed Application Form (Schedule ‘A’)
· Detailed design plans signed by a certified designer, indicating pipe layout, outlet locations, and drainage coefficient (max. ¼ inch in 24 hours)
· Copies of provincial permits or proof of application
· Contact details of the proponent, designer, and installer. 
· A preapproval site inspection may be conducted by municipal staff
· The Gilbert Plains Municipal Council shall make a resolution to accept, reject, or make a decision to vary proposed works. Decisions will consider:
· Impact on downstream landowners and the natural environment;
· Responses of affected landowners who may be directly or indirectly affected by the works;
· Impact on downstream drainage infrastructure
· Recommendations from the municipality
· Recommendations from the relevant Provincial department
5. Construction Standards 
· Tile outlets must discharge into municipal drains, natural waterways, or provincial drains with appropriate erosion control measures (e.g., rip-rap, geotextiles). 
· Rip-rap must be installed at all outlets to control erosion, in accordance with Manitoba Water Stewardship standards or as directed by the Municipality. 
· All erosion control measures must comply with standards set by Manitoba Water Stewardship or as directed by the Municipality. 
· The drainage coefficient of the tile outlet shall not exceed one quarter of an inch (¼ inch in 24 hours). 
· Tile drainage installations shall not use perforated main drains unless prior approval has been received from the Municipality. 
· All tile drainage projects may be required, at Council’s discretion, to include the installation of an approved control device to restrict or shut off the discharge of water into municipal or natural drains. 
· Header pipes within municipal rights-of-way must be non-perforated. 
· Outlets must be marked with reflective signage and maintained by the proponent. 
· Construction should avoid open cut road crossings between October 31 and May 1 unless otherwise approved.
6. Environmental Considerations 
· Projects in high water table areas may require additional safeguards. 
· Downstream vegetation maintenance to prevent cattail growth is the proponent’s responsibility. 
· Nutrient testing of tile discharge may be required in environmentally sensitive areas. 
· The Municipality reserves the right to require downstream landowners or other stakeholders to shut off or restrict drainage flows into municipal infrastructure at any time, as deemed necessary by the municipality, including but not limited to periods of flooding, maintenance, or other municipal needs.
7. Proponent Responsibilities
· The proponent will cover all engineering review costs, if deemed necessary. 
· Maintain $2 million liability insurance during installation and provide proof upon request. 
· Ensure ongoing maintenance of outlets and related infrastructure. 
· Notify and obtain written consent from affected other landowners as required. The proponent will be required to obtain written consent from landowners within a minimum of two miles downstream that may be affected by the discharge from the tile drainage system and the written consent must by submitted at the time of application. 
· Proponents may be required, upon Council’s request, to enter into an agreement with the Municipality if discharging into municipal infrastructure. 
· The municipality may authorize the proponent to perform private works in a municipal drain to accommodate a tile drainage system however, the municipality must approve the contractor to perform the work and the proponent would be responsible for all costs associated with the work.
· The proponent must request all utility locates and will be responsible for all utility relocation and protection and shall be liable for damage caused to utilities (including but not limited to MTS, Manitoba Hydro, water distribution systems, and any other utility present.)
· In the case where outlets or other infrastructure will be located within the municipality’s drains, ditches, or right of ways, the proponent must obtain and sign the Municipal Tile Drain Waiver Form (Schedule ‘B’) to assume the infrastructure and all costs associated with maintenance and repair of this infrastructure moving forward. 
· Notify the Municipality prior to commencing work to allow inspections of adjacent roads, drains, or infrastructure. Any damages caused must be repaired by the proponent at their expense, restoring the affected areas to their original state. 
8. Enforcement and Penalties 
· Non-compliance will result in enforcement under the Municipality’s Fees and Charges By-law, including fines and project stoppage. 
· The Municipality may undertake corrective actions at the proponent’s expense.












Tile Drainage Application Form
Schedule ‘A’ of Policy PW2026-001
Applicant Information
· Name: __________________________________________________________________
· Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________
· Physical Address: _________________________________________________________
· Email Address: ____________________________________________________________
· Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________
Landowner Information (if different from applicant)
· Name: __________________________________________________________________
· Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________
· Physical Address: _________________________________________________________
· Email Address: ___________________________________________________________
· Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________
Drainage Project Details:
· Land Location: ___________________________________________________________
· Affected Roll Numbers: ____________________________________________________
· Designer Name and Contact Info: ___________________________________________
· Installer Name and Contact Info: ____________________________________________
· Detailed Drainage Plan Attached:    Yes       No
· Downstream Landowner Consent Attached:     Yes      No
Terms of Compliance 
·  There is no obligation on the Municipality to improve the existing municipal drainage system to accommodate a tile drainage project. 
· The Municipality may authorize the proponent to perform private works in a municipal drain to accommodate a tile drainage project, however the Municipality would establish the elevation levels and the hiring of a contractor to perform the work and the proponent would be responsible for all costs associated with the work. This may require the proponent to address a steep slope or loose soil conditions 
· The proponent may be responsible for any future drain maintenance costs such as mowing, the removal of siltation and/or blocks in the drain. 
· If the proponent proposes to install any infrastructure under or through a municipal right-of-way the proponent must receive approval from the Municipality prior to the installation of the pipe and the work will be completed by the Municipality at a cost to the proponent. 
· Any modifications to an existing tile drainage system will require an application approval from the Municipality Dated this ____________ day of



Certification:
I, the undersigned, certify that all information is true and accurate and acknowledge all terms as set out in the Tile Drainage Policy and the Application Form.
Applicant Signature______________________________	Date: _____________________
Landowner Signature ____________________________	Date: _____________________

Municipal Approval
The Municipality of Gilbert Plains hereby authorizes the proponent listed above to undertake the installation/modification of the Tile Drainage system at the property identified above, in accordance with the approved plans referenced above, subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the Policy.
Public Works Manager __________________________ Date: ______________________
Chief Administrative Officer ______________________ Date: ______________________



















Tile Drainage Waiver Form
Schedule ‘B’ of Policy PW2026-001


Date: __________________

By signing this waiver, I __________________________________, accept ownership and responsibility of any tile drainage pipe or outlet along with any damages that may occur to it once installed on municipal property located at ____________________________ and release the Municipality of Gilbert Plains of any future damage responsibility.

Location of tile drainage install: __________________________________
Location of outlets into municipal property: ________________________


Printed Name of Landowner: ________________________________
Signature of Landowner: ___________________________________


Printed Name of Municipal Representative: ____________________________
Signature of Municipal Representative: _______________________________


[image: gp_tagline(rgb)]
image1.jpeg
ilbert 22 lains
Heart of the Parkland




